FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:  Deb Howe

Marketing & Development Director

Renz Addiction Counseling Center

Two American Way, Elgin, IL 60120

847-742-3545 x236 dhowe@renzcenter.org

Elgin, IL – Local Agency Receives $350,000 Federal Grant
Renz Addiction Counseling Center has received a $350,000 federal grant through the Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). The grant will fund  Renz Center’s Community Homeless Integration Project (CHIP).  CHIP offers substance abuse (SA) and Mental Health (MH) treatment to suburban homeless persons. Substance abuse and mental illness are widely believed to be contributing factors accounting for over 50% of the homeless population. The program plans to use proven interventions that improve homeless clients’ motivation to stay in treatment and increases their therapeutic progress. The primary goals of CHIP are to 1) expand community level capacity to remove access barriers 2) coordinate an array of integrated services addressing substance abuse and mental health treatment in underserved communities, and 3) link homeless clients with substance abuse and mental health disorders to appropriate treatment and wrap around care. 

The project has five community partners who all play a role in the grant, including: Community Crisis Center, Ecker Mental Health Center, Greater Elgin Family Care Center, Lazarus House, and P.A.D.S. of Elgin. The grant will provide additional funds to the partner agencies for their participation in the grant. Funding is renewable for a five year period and will provide services for up to 1500 persons during that time. 

Renz Addiction Counseling Center is a non-profit organization funded in part by the Federal Government, local United Ways, The Illinois Department of Human Services, Hanover Township, Schaumburg, and St. Charles 708 boards and other local community organizations.  To find out more about Renz Center’s programs, call 847-742-3545 or visit www.renzcenter.org. 

