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Renz Center Recognizes National Recovery Month
According to the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, an estimated 1,158,000 people in Illinois needed substance use treatment and failed to receive it in 2004.  In fact, that year only 42,709 people—a mere 4 percent—sought treatment at alcohol and drug abuse facilities.  Two key reported reasons for not seeking treatment were cost or insurance barriers and stigma.  
“Substance use disorders can have far-reaching consequences for families and communities,” said Jerry Skogmo, Executive Director of Renz Addiction Counseling Center.  “Recovery Month is an opportunity to emphasize the benefits of treatment, remind our community that treatment is effective and that recovery is possible.”

Renz Addiction Counseling Center strives to make treatment affordable and acceptable.  By utilizing insurance, Medicaid and/or a sliding fee scale many people are able to afford treatment that may have otherwise been unattainable.  By educating the community on the benefits of treatment, for the individual with the substance use disorder and for the community as a whole, the stigma associated with addiction disorders is decreased.  Through these efforts, Renz Center eases two of the biggest barriers to seeking addiction counseling.

This year marks the 17th annual observance of Recovery Month, whose theme is “Join the Voices for Recovery:  Build a Stronger, Healthier Community.”  This month, Renz Center, with locations in Elgin, St. Charles, and Streamwood, celebrates people and their families in recovery from substance use disorders and promotes the need for better access to treatment services.  

Renz Center provides a continuum of care dedicated to the prevention, intervention and treatment of addictive behaviors.  Programming ranges from prevention programs for youth in the schools to outpatient treatment programs for adolescents and adults.  Services also include treatment for problem and compulsive gambling.  All services are provided with a teamwork approach in a nurturing environment. 

-MORE-

Renz Addiction Counseling Center is a non-profit organization funded in part by The Federal Government, local United Ways, The Illinois Department of Human Services, Hanover Township and St. Charles 708 boards and other local community organizations.  To find out more about Renz Center’s programs, call 847-742-3545 or visit www.renzcenter.com. 
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