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Elgin, IL – Renz Addiction Counseling Center held their Epicurean Delight fundraiser on October 17th for over 100 guests at Elgin Community College’s Culinary Arts & Hospitality Institute’s restaurant Spartan Terrace. Jerry Skogmo, Executive Director of Renz Center, introduced Rick Jakle, of WRMN and Fox Valley Broadcasting as the  emcee for the event. Rick brought his unique energy and professionalism to the event. The “stars” of the event were the “Celebrity Chefs”- Linda Deering, of Sherman Hospital, Ian Lamp of Lamp, Inc., Betty Roeser (standing in for a somewhat under the weather Tom Roeser of OTTO), Randy Matz, of Diamond Mart and Joe Stanczak of First Community Bank. They were all paired with Elgin Community College student chefs as they prepared mouthwatering crab cakes, carnitas tostadas, beef tenderloin, sautéed shrimp with spicy chorizo butter, and other intriguing taste sensations.  There was also an elegant selection of assorted sweets including, chai crème brulee and pumpkin cake with warm white chocolate ganache. Attendees including Renz Board President Laura Newman and her spouse Steve, were overwhelmed with the variety of delectable treats to sample at three action stations in addition to the complimentary wine pairings with selected entrees. Highlights of the evening included a basket raffle, presentation of the Julie McCormack Award to Joann Jakubowski, for advancing the mission of Renz Center.  Other notable attendees included Susan Angell-Case & Gary Case, Allen & Mary Belanger, Bruce & Lauri Beu, Frank & Mary Constant, Marc Falk, Rep. Keith Farnham, Sharon Jakle, Michael & Carol Kenyon, Sue Moylan, George & Liz Phelan, Bob & Betty Hansen, Steve Rauschenberger, Dee Reinhardt & Rick Behning, Dr. Ian & Jane Jones and Michael & Sheila Walsh.
ECC Chef Tom Johnston captured everyone’s attention as his cooking demonstration of Berries Jubilee was projected on the three large in-room screens for the finale.    

The intimate event raised over $15,000 to support alcohol/drug prevention education programs for youth and treatment programs for adolescents & adults at Renz Addiction Counseling Center.  Major sponsors included First Community Bank, Susan Angell-Case of Baird & Warner, EFS Foundation, IHC Construction Companies, First Chicago Bank & Trust, OTTO, Dick Robinson Legal Services, LLC, and Tighe, Kress & Orr P.C.  
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