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Start Talking before they Start Drinking
The Elgin Gang & Drug Task Force invites local residents to attend an important Town Hall meeting on March 28th, from 7-9pm at The Centre of Elgin. Research shows that parents of teens generally underestimate the extent of alcohol used by youth and its negative consequences, with parents viewing underage drinking as “inevitable”.  The survey also indicates children who begin drinking alcohol before age 15 are 5 times more likely to develop alcohol problems than those who start after age 21*.  The Elgin Gang & Drug Task Force encourages parents to attend this informative session aimed at making our community a healthier and safer place to live.  
A panel of experts will discuss teen alcohol and drug use, current trends, prevention strategies and supportive community resources.  The event will also include a question and answer opportunity for the audience to address specific concerns.  Written informational materials will be available to take home and refreshments will be served.

The Town Hall meeting is a nationwide effort, funded by SAMHSA(Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration), in collaboration with the Illinois Department of Human Services, to bring attention to underage drinking prevention. Public service announcements for radio and television have also been developed.  Charles Curie, Administrator of Health and Human Services’ SAMHSA, states; “We want to send a wake-up call to parents that any use of alcohol for teens involves risk, not just binge drinking or drinking and driving.  Alcohol can affect the developing adolescent brain.”* The research speaks for itself . . . talking with your children about alcohol before they start drinking is vital to help prevent underage drinking.  Parents can see/listen to the TV and radio ads at www.stopalcoholabuse.gov.
The Elgin Drug & Gang Task Force has partnered with Renz Addiction Counseling Center’s Prevention Program to deliver this important message to the community. For more information about the Town Hall meeting, call Renz Prevention at 847-697-1221.  

*samhsa.gov/news/newsreleases/051031_psa.htm
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